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Kent County Council
Equality Analysis/ Impact Assessment (EqlA)

Directorate/ Service: Growth, Environment & Transport

Name of decision, policy, procedure, project or service: Expanded Fastrack
Network (Civils schemes).

Responsible Owner/ Senior Officer: Graham Killick

Version: 1.0 First Issue

Author: Graham Killick

Pathway of Equality Analysis: HTW Div.MT

Summary and recommendations of equality analysis/impact assessment.

Context

Fastrack is a highly accessible public transport route that links existing and new

communities and provides a focus for all development and density.

Fastrack's speed, frequency and reliability will be radically expanded through the

building-out of missing sections of segregated track and by the maximising of

levels of priority across the network. The completed Fastrack network will aim to

reduce car-dependency in the area, therefore achieving greater public transport

modal split across Dartford and Gravesham.

Aims & Objectives

The proposed Fastrack expansions will provide better integration with the central

transport hub at Ebbsfleet International Station and a more direct route to

Bluewater Shopping Centre, Darent Valley Hospital and facilities in Dartford and

Gravesend town centres.

Certain of the proposed Fastrack expansions will alsc be able to encourage

walking and cycling to support healthy living and focus points of convergence at

local centres to encourage interaction of new and existing communities.

Summary of equality impact

o Potential Impact: Highway scheme - Low impact.

0 Adverse Impact: Low

o Positive Impact: Medium for younger and disabled people using the
expanded Fastrack full network and new / additional footway cycleway links.
Medium for carer groups using public transport who will benefit from an
expanded Fastrack network to support and access Clients.

Adverse Equality Impact Rating [l
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Attestation

| have read and paid due regard to the Equality Analysis/Impact Assessment concerning
the expanded Fastrack network and the connection to Bluewater Infrastructure from
Eastern Quarry Infrastructure. | agree with risk rating and the actions to mitigate any
adverse impact(s) that has / have been identified.

Head of Service ’TqM 2ef>
Signed: ﬁz_/( Name: ‘|
Job Title: NS (P TRAan) SELTPrAg Date: z_]/g‘,zo N

Div.MT Member

Signed: ﬂ,{ Name: TM Lefi>

Job Title: |NE¥LeM ) | RELAYTL Date: 24 IS”(M Y
H+AT
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Part 2

Equality Analysis /Impact Assessment

Protected groups
No groups will be directly or indirectly negatively affected by this proposal.

Information and Data used to carry out your assessment

The planning obligations under Section 106 of the Town and Country
Planning Act 1990 (as amended), for the Eastern Quarry development. These
are the mechanisms which make the development proposal acceptable in
planning terms, that would not otherwise be acceptable. They are focused on
site specific mitigation of the impact of the development.

Who have you involved consulted and engaged?

Land Securities (LS) and Ebbsfleet Development Corporation (EDC). Once
outline design has been completed there will be an engagement exercise to
share details of the design with the general public, local businesses, protected
groups and other key stakeholders. Local and District Councillors will be kept
updated together with regular reports to the Fastrack Advisory Board (once
formed).

Analysis
The proposal will impact three of the Protected Groups, Age, Disability and
Carer Responsibilities.

Without the direct link from Eastern Quarry to Bluewater the alternative route
will be much longer adding at least 3 minutes to bus travel time and
considerable inconvenience for pedestrian and cyclists.

Adverse Impact,
There are no adverse impacts currently identified in the delivery of this project.

The direct link from Eastern Quarry to Bluewater will utilise refurbished
haulage tunnels which are less than 100m in length with no perceived impacts
on Health, Safety and Welfare for tunnel users. Zero emission buses (all
electric) are proposed to operate on the expanded Fastrack network with the
resultant positive environmental and operational benefits.

Positive Impact:

Direct link between Bluewater {and beyond to Darent Valley Hospital and
Dartford Town Centre) and Eastern Quarry development (and beyond to
Ebbsfleet Intermational Station and Gravesend Town Centre).
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JUDGEMENT

» No major change - no potential for discrimination and all opportunities
to promote equality have been taken

Internal Action Required YES/NO

There is potential for adverse impact on particular groups and we have found
scope to improve the proposal.
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